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Northern abolitionists who were concerned about the welfare of slaves did not advance proposals for a peaceful and gradual emancipation of the Africans still in bondage. They seemed not embarrassed that their forefathers had grown rich in the slave trade centered in New England; nor did they smite the New England shipyards that had produced specially-designed craft that would take New England products to the Gulf of Benin to exchange for human cargo. What they did was foment servile insurrection in the Southern States and export hateful literature like David Walker's "Appeal" which called for slaves to murder the white families around them.  As seen below, an encouragement for emancipation was already in progress in North Carolina---but arrested by abolition fanatics whose moral crusade could be satiated only by wanton destruction and bloodshed. 
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Emancipation In Progress:

"It is an interesting fact that public sentiment (in North Carolina) was lenient toward the free Negro in the early antebellum period, that slaves were encouraged to obtain their freedom, and that public leaders favored gradual emancipation and colonization. The first stand against the free Negro came in 1826 when the State tightened its immigration laws to protect itself against Negroes from the North and to keep its own free Negroes at home safe from pollution. From that time forward public sentiment gradually became more and more intolerant of the free Negro class as the cry in the North for emancipation and abolition became more threatening. 

Beginning in 1790 with a population of a little less than five thousand, the free Negroes in North Carolina had increased by 1860 to a little more than thirty thousand, a population exceeded by only five other States in the nation. Despite the general prejudice against the free Negro and the continuous limitation on his legal and civil liberties (caused by Northern agitation), a few free Negroes were able to prosper and do well."

(Antebellum North Carolina, Guion Griffis Johnson, UNC Press, 1937, pp. 611-612)  

