Major Anderson’s Actions at Fort Moultrie

Below is an account of the actions of Major Anderson at Fort Moultrie. It is obvious by these actions that Anderson was aware of the intention of his government to wage war against South Carolina and those states that had seceded with her. This must be considered in light of what were ongoing “arrangements” between President Buchanan and the representatives of South Carolina that there would be no actions taken by either side of a warlike nature. Obviously, as Buchanan was still in office at the time of these actions by Anderson, the US military was no longer under the command of the supposed Commander-in-Chief, the President. This, of course, is obvious also by virtue of General Scott’s sending the Star of the West with 200 men secreted aboard to reinforce Sumter. So the war began in the North before the South was even aware that it had been initiated.
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“Christmas day dawned upon Major Anderson under these circumstances, and bound by these instructions. He accepted an invitation to dinner in Charleston. Returning to his post, under cover of the night and the prevailing hilarity, he removed his force from Fort Moultrie to Fort Sumter, and placed his little band where he could assert and maintain for a time the authority of the government and uphold its flag. Major Anderson had kept his secret well, and did his work thoroughly. During the day the wives and children of the troops were sent away, on the plea that an attack might be made on that an attack might be made on fort Moultrie. Three small schooners were hired, and the few inhabitants of Sullivan’s Island saw them loaded, as they thought, with beds, furniture and baggage. About nine in the evening the men were ordered to hold themselves in marching order, with knapsacks packed. No one seemed to know the reason of the movement, and their destination was only confided by Major Anderson to his second in command. The little garrison was paraded, inspected and then embarked in boats and taken to Fort Sumter, the schooners carrying the provisions, garrison furniture, and munitions of war. What could not be removed was destroyed. Not a pound of powder or a cartridge was left in the magazine. The small-arms and military supplies of very kind were removed, guns spiked, and their carriages burned. The unfinished additions and alterations of the work were destroyed. The flag-staff was cut down, that no banner with strange device should occupy the place of the stars and stripes; win fact, nothing was left unharmed except the heavy round shot, which were temporarily rendered useless by the dismounting and spiking of all the guns.”

